27-3° November
Zoo, is leaving Shanghai for America with a unique capture—
the first specimen of the Giant Panda to be taken alive. After
an adventurous journey in the Wassu country, with a Chinese
explorer, Mrs. Harkness located a female Giant Panda which
bolted, leaving a new-born cub in a hollow tree. The Giant
Panda was first discovered in 1868, but for sixty years no white
man ever saw a specimen in its native haunts. It was known to
scientists from dried skins and skulls. In 1928 Kermit and
Theodore Roosevelt shot a fine adult male Panda in a snow-
storm, and three others have been shot since by white men.
The Giant Panda when fully grown is about the size of a small
bear, but has a much longer tail than the true bear, and has
white on the head and body, with black circles round the eyes.
Its ears and legs are black and it has a black band over the
shoulders.
Saturday 28	spain
Don Francisco Largo Calvo, elder son of the Prime Minister,
has been shot by the insurgents as a reprisal for the death of the
young Marques de Estella. On the Madrid front the situation is
quieter except for air-raids. Government troops at Ovicdo have
made some progress against the insurgents besieged there.
Monday 30	madrid
British M.P.s are still touring Madrid to make themselves
acquainted with present conditions. They were told that be-
tween 8 and 18 November, 365 persons had been killed and
1,936 injured in air-raids. In the last three weeks about 200,000
persons have been evacuated from Madrid. About one-third of
the capital has been damaged by shell-fire, and abandoned.
At Valencia there is a move by the Anarcho-Syndicalist
members of the Cabinet for a unified military command. As the
Minister of Industry expressed it, "It is inadmissible that at
the central war front there should be six independent general
staffs." Senora Montseny, the Minister of Health, also criticised
the lack of unity. "At the outbreak of the war," she said, "the
militia was very dangerous to the enemy because fighting was
in the streets and along the highways. Later, when the command
ordered an operation, the militiamen would assemble to discuss
it. Five, six, seven hours were lost in discussion, and when the
operation was finally begun the enemy had already obtained
their object." She predicted that before the war could be ended
there would be few cities undestroyed in Spain. "Just as we
will dynamite and destroy Madrid rather than permit the
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